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consent was given the union so effected could be dissolved
only by death.

Turning upon modern attacks upon marriage, the Pope
commented: "Divorce, adultery, all the basest vices
are either extolled or at least are depicted in such colours
as to be free from all reproach and infamy. These were
the results of pretending that marriage was merely a
human relationship instituted by man." He added: "Since
therefore the conjugal act is destined primarily by nature
for the begetting of children, those who exercising it
deliberately frustrate its natural power and purpose, sin
against nature, and commit a deed which is shameful and
intrinsically vicious.

"Since, therefore, openly departing from the unin-
terrupted Christian tradition, some have recently judged
it possible solemnly to declare another doctrine regarding
this question, the Catholic Church, to whom God has
entrusted the defence of integrity and purity of morals,
standing erect in the midst of the moral ruin which
surrounds Her, in order that She may preserve the chastity
of the nuptual union from being defiled by this foul stain,
raises Her voice in token of divine ambassadorship and
through Our mouth proclaims anew that any use whatso-
ever of matrimony exercised in such a way that the act is
deliberately frustrated in its natural power to generate life
is an offence against the law of God, and of nature, and
those who indulge in such are branded with the guilt of

a grave sin."

He added that he could not admit the plea of poverty,
which again was as old as the time of St Augustine,
Self-control could be the only remedy. On another
occasion he greatly deprecated sex teaching to children.